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1 . lULY 11-12 MEDIA EULOGIZED BAATH PARTY NATIONAL COMMAND 
MEMBER AHMAD AL-IZZAWI, ASSASSINATED lULY 10 IN BOMB 
EXPLOSION AT NC HEADQUARTERS (REFTEL). MEDIA PLEDGED TO 
CONTINUE INVESTIGATION OF CRIME UNTIL ITS PLANNERS DIS- 
COVERED. OBITUARY NOTED IZZAWI JOINED BAATH PARTY IN 1957, 
PARTICIPATED IN 1958 BAGHDAD REVOLUTION, BECAMSE MEMBER 
OF BAATH REGIONAL COMMAND OF IRAQ IN 1970, AND JOINED 
NATIONAL (PAN-ARAB) COMMAND OP BAATH PARTY CONTROLLED BY 
SYRIA IN 1971. 

2. SYRIAN PRESS SHOWING NO HESITATION IN LABELING PARTY 
RESPONSIBLE POR HIS MURDER. AL-BAATH EDITORIAL REMARKED THAT 
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IZZAWI AFTER FAILURE OE FIRST ATTEMPT REVEALS EXTENT 
OE HATRED SHOWN BY FASCIST REGIME IN BAGHDAD AGAINST 
SYRIA AND BAATH PARTY." TISHRIIN SPOKE OF MOUNTING 
INTERNAL PROBLEMS INSIDE IRAQ. 

3. COMMENT: MEDIA HAVE SO FAR NEGLECTED TO REPORT 
MOST SALIENT EACT OF ASSASSINATION, ITS OCCURRENCE IN 
NC HEADQUARTERS. BY DEPICTING MURDER AS CRIME AGAINST 
BAATH PARTY, REGIME APPEALING FOR PARTY - WHICH CONTAINS 
PRO-IRAQI ELEMENTS - TO CLOSE RANKS AGAINST ATTEMPTS 
BY BAGHDAD TO TORMENT DISTURBANCES INSIDE SYRIA. 

MURPHY 
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